ELA Superheroes: Snapshots CALIFORNIA

of Environmental Literacy E”‘éﬁ*@l{MENTAL

in California Classrooms INITIATIVE

Grade 11 Snapshot: Climate Speculative Fiction Writing -
Language and Effective Expression Development Through an Interdisciplinary
High School Climate Solutions Unit
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/circlesofimplementateng.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/circlesofimplementateng.pdf
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/recruiting-interest/relevance-value-authenticity
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/representation/comprehension/background-knowledge
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/representation/language-symbols/vocabulary-symbols
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/recruiting-interest/relevance-value-authenticity
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/effort-persistence/demands-resources-challenge
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/recruiting-interest/choice-autonomy
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Framework Highlights Lesson Details

UDL Checkpoint 3.1: Activate or supply | Instruction is anchored by linking to and
background knowledge activating relevant prior knowledge about
local and relevant urban environmental
issues through a differentiated text set
before students begin creating their
tri-folds and narrative speculative fiction
pieces. Cross-curricular connections are
explicit; this unit is a collaboration with the
social science department, and literacy
strategies are taught in the history
classroom and environmental principles are
incorporated in the speculative fiction unit.

EP&C 2D: People Influence Natural This unit directly addresses the underlying
Systems systemic issues that have contributed to
The legal, economic, and political systems environmental racism and climate change
that govern the use and management of impacts in their urban community through
natural systems directly influence the the use of local, place-based case studies.
geographic extent, composition, biological Students address their arguments for
diversity, and viability of natural systems. solutions to those who hold power over the
management of natural systems.

CA CSS for ELA/Literacy:

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.A. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a
problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences
or events.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters.

Related CA Next Generation Science Standards:
e HS-ESS3-4. Evaluate or refine a technological solution that reduces impacts of
human activities on natural systems.
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https://udlguidelines.cast.org/representation/comprehension/background-knowledge
https://www.californiaeei.org/epc/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/3/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/3/b/
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=13165&page=196
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Related CA History-Social Studies Standards:

e 11.2.2, Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by
industry and trade, and the development of cities divided according to race, ethnicity,
and class

e 11.11.4 Trace the impact of, need for, and controversies associated with
environmental conservation, expansion of the national park system, and the
development of environmental protection laws, with particular attention to the
interaction between environmental protection advocates and property rights
advocates.

Environmental Principles & Concepts
e Principle 2C. The expansion and operation of human communities influences the
geographic extent, composition, biological diversity, and viability of natural systems.
e Principle 2D. The legal, economic, and political systems that govern the use and
management of natural systems directly influence the geographic extent,
composition, biological diversity, and viability of natural systems.

Sources
Imagine 2200 Climate Fiction for Future Ancestors Collection (Grist, 2024)
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https://grist.org/imagine2200-climate-fiction-2024/

