ENVIRONMENTAL
LITERACY
INITIATIVE

of Environmental Literacy

ELA Superheroes: Snapshots CALIFORNIA
in California Classrooms @

Kindergarten Snapshot: Monarch Butterfly Conservation -
Inspiring Civic Engagement Through Research
in Kindergarten

Updated May 2024



https://udlguidelines.cast.org/representation/comprehension/background-knowledge
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/recruiting-interest/relevance-value-authenticity

ELA Superheroes: Snapshots
of Environmental Literacy
in California Classrooms

Framework Highlights

CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL
LITERACY
INITIATIVE

Lesson Details

UDL Checkpoint 7.2: Optimize
Relevance, Value, and Collaboration

The activities in this unit are culturally
relevant and place-based. Learning
outcomes are authentic and communicate to
real audiences, in this case, the school and
zoo community. The tasks allow for active
participation in solving a relevant
environmental problem, in this case,
providing real monarch habitat.

EP&C Principle 2A: People Influence

Natural Systems

Direct and indirect changes to natural
systems due to the growth of human
populations and their consumption rates
influence the geographic extent,
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The activities in this unit explore the
impacts of growth of human populations as
well as resource extraction on the monarch
butterfly populations. The activities also help
students understand the importance of
milkweed to monarch butterfly habitat and
survival.



https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/effort-persistence/collaboration-community
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/effort-persistence/collaboration-community
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement/recruiting-interest/relevance-value-authenticity
https://www.californiaeei.org/epc/
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composition, biological diversity, and
viability of natural systems.

CA Standards for ELA/Literacy

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer
questions about key details in a text.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to
compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing
about and supply some information about the topic.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse
partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger
groups.

Related CA Next Generation Science Standards
e K-LS1-1: Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including
humans) need to survive.
e K-ESS2-2: Construct an argument supported by evidence for how plants and animals
(including humans) can change the environment to meet their needs.
e K-ESS3-3: Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of humans on the
land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment.

Environmental Principles & Concepts
e EP&C 2A. Direct and indirect changes to natural systems due to the growth of
human populations and their consumption rates influence the geographic extent,
composition, biological diversity, and viability of natural systems.
e EP&C 3A. Human practices can alter the cycles and processes that operate within
natural systems.

Sources

This interdisciplinary unit was inspired by and based on the unit: Amplify Science California:
The Needs of Plants and Animals. The unit asks students to take on the role of scientists and
plan for a fictional community garden. Ms. Smith and Ms. Wilson go further, and have
students present and implement plans for actual gardens in their community.

Additional Information
Article: The Monarch Movement: How kids used their voices for the environment ( Isaiah

Varella, 2023)
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https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/K/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/K/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/K/1/
https://amplify.com/pdf/uploads/2021/10/ASCA_UnitGuide_GK_NPA_101821.pdf
https://amplify.com/pdf/uploads/2021/10/ASCA_UnitGuide_GK_NPA_101821.pdf
https://www.yourcentralvalley.com/news/local-news/the-monarch-movement-how-kids-used-their-voices-for-the-environment/

